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Modern Family
In today’s society, equal parenting is a hot-debated issue. Gender expectations are challenged and each parent plays vital roles in the upbringing of their children. Traditionally, what seemed to be a mother’s duty to do household chores such as taking care of children, cleaning or cooking and fathers being breadwinners have changed to co-parenting and sharing responsibilities. In the last 5 decades, the American family television shows have attempted to represent the ideal families or the modern families. In particular, Modern Family series was aired in 2009 and to-date has 130 episodes. It is one of the most successful shows with 234 times nominated for awards and 94 wins (Raphael). Modern Family series is a show filled with life lessons; and the aspect of life’s dramas in a family. The different kinds of relationships within the show gives it a touch of the modern aspect.
Jay and Gloria, the first family is an interracial couple which veers away from the typical relationships. Despite this family’s perception of a modern relationship, Gloria has been characterized as a Colombian sexy, loving with a temper and dependent on men; which is a view that Americans have on Latin women. Second family, Phil and Claire Dunphy represents a traditional couple. Claire is a homemaker; though she puts in more effort still, she struggles to be a fun mom. The Turker and Pritchett Family are a gay couple and unlike a decade ago, people are more open to them. They have also adopted baby Lily from Vietnam. 
Despite women fighting for equality in the workplaces, the family systems still have a way of holding women to domestic chores. For instance, Claire used to be a successful businesswoman but she quit to marry Phil after she got pregnant with Haley. Gloria too does not work and depends on her husband to provide for the family. The society still holds gender stereotypes which presents women as inferior to men (Benato 263). Women are perceived not to contribute to the family in terms of income. In terms of decision making, the modern family portrays women to have a say unlike the traditional ways of life where man had power to make all decisions for the family. In the ‘Phil’s New Car’ episode, Claire instructs Phil to buy a family car. Instead, Phil purchased a black sports car which made Claire upset since it was not a suitable vehicle for the family (Raphael). Although bringing up a family may hold a woman back in the home for quite some time, in the modern setting being independent and sharing responsibilities is not a choice but a necessity. For instance, in the newer episodes Claire returns to the business world and becomes the chief executive in her father’s business.
Same-sex marriage is another aspect that is on every other show and happening in real life situations. Some states allow the marriages while others still deny it as a right. The show includes the aspect of homonormativity which ensures comfort as the audience watch the two gays. Gay marriages are not wholly accepted by the better part of the community. There are stereotypes’ that suggests same-sex marriages is evil and ungodly (Benato 264). Similarly, Mitchell faces ridicule and is seen enforcing homonormativity more than his counterpart in order to gain acceptance in the workplace and with his father. his efforts make him have a strong presence in the workforce, which shows the modern family setting and acceptance of same-sex marriage. 
Overall, the modern day family has changed from the perceived racial, gender and color stereotypes. The modern families’ values division of labor, responsibilities and the laws are favorable for both genders. Modern Family Series enumerates the different family structures common in the society. More so, the series changes the family structures but not the racial or gender stereotypes, which are brought out in a comic way.
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